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An Accovnrt of the 


EXECUTION 
EARL FERRERS, 
Viſcount Tamworth, &. 


* N Friday the ſecond: Day of May, 1760, the Sheriffs of Lowpox and 


MipDLEsex received the following Writ under the Great Seal of 
Great Britain, for the Execution of LAUREN CR EARL FErRERs, 
ViscounT TamworTn, on the Monday following. 


« GEORGE THE SECOND, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, 
&« France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, To the 
_ « Sheriffs of Loxnow and Sheriff of MipDLesex, Greeting, WRER IAS 
& Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth, has been indicted of Felony 
« and Murder by him done and committed; which ſaid Indictment hath 
« been certified before Us in Our preſent Parliament, and the ſaid Lau- 
« rence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth hath been thereupon arraigned, 
« and upon ſuch Arraignment hath pleaded Not Guilty: And the ſaid 
Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth hath before Us in Our faid 
Parliament been tryed, and in due Form of Law convicted thereof: 
« AND WHEREAS Judgment hath been given in Our ſaid Parliament, 


« That 
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„That the ſaid Laurence Ear! Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth fall be hanged 


© by the Neck till he is dead, and that his Body be diſſected and anato- 
6 mized, the Execution of which Judgment yet remains to be done, Wx 
6 require, and dy theſe Preſents ſtrictly command you, that upon Mon- 
6 day the fifth Day of May Inſtant, between the Hours of Nine in the Morn- 
« ing and One in the Afternoon of the ſame Day, him the ſaid Laurence 
Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth without the Gate of Our. Tower of 
“ LonDoN (to you then and there to he delivered, as by another Wric 
« to the Lieutenant of Our Tower of Lowpon, or to his Deputy direct- 


'«« ed, We have commanded) into your Cuſtody you then and there re- 


« ceive; and him in your Cuſtody ſo being, you forthwith convey to 
« the accuſtomed Place of Execution at Tyburn, and that you do cauſe 
« Execution be done upon the ſaid Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tam- 
« worth in your Cuſtody ſo being, in all things according to the ſaid 
Judgment. And this you are by no Means to omit at your Peril. 
« W1Twtss Ourſelf at Weſtminſter” the ſecond Day of May, in the * 


« third Year of our Reign. 


ce Yorke Hy” 2 orte.“ 


Upon the Receipt of this Writ, the Sheriffs immediately iſſued their 


Orders for making all the neceſſary Preparations for the Execution, and 


for the Performance of it in a Manner ſuitable to his Lordſhip's Rank. 


When the foregoing Precept was delivered to the Sheriffs, they had 
Notice of the following Writ being ſent to the Lieutenant of the Tower 


of London and his . for the en of his Lordſhip i into their 
Cuſtody. 


« GEORGE THE SECOND, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, 


France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, To 


the Lieutenant of Our Tower of Lonpon or his Deputy, Greeting. 
Wu ERIAS Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth hath been indicted 
« of Felony and Murder by him done and committed, which ſaid Indict- 


ment hath been certified before Us in Our preſent Parliament; and the 


* ſaid Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth hath been thereupon ar- 
„ raigned, and upon ſuch Arraignment hath pleaded Not Guilty; and 
« thereupon. the ſaid Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Ti amwortbh, hath before 


Vs in Our ſaid Parliament been tryed, and in due Form of Law convicted 


«« thereof, and for the ſame is adjudged to ſuffer Death, the Execution of 
« which Judgment * remains to he one 1 WX require, and by theſe Pre- 
| bu « ſents 
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«ſents ſtrictly command you, That upon Monday the fifth Day of May In- 
« ftlant, between the Hours of Nine in the Morning and One in the Afternoon 
« of the ſame Day, him the ſaid Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tamworth, 
« unto- the uſual Place without the Gate of the ſaid Tower you bring, and 
him to the Sheriffs of Lon pow and MippLEsex- then and there de- 
« liver z which ſaid Sheriffs by another Writ to them directed, We have 
« commanded. then and there to receive the ſaid Laurence Earl Ferrers, 
es Viſcount Tamworth, that Execution of the aforeſaid Judgment may be 
« done in Manner and Form as to the ſaid Sheriffs of Lonpon and Mip- 
% pLESEX We by Our faid other Writ have commanded, and this you are 
« by no Means to omit at your Peril. WiTxzss Ourſelf at W:ftminſter 
« the ſecond Day of . in the thirty- tbird Year of our Reign. 


& Yorke and Torte.“ 


In obedience to theſe Commands, the SaxRirrs, on Monday the 5th 
Def May, being attended by their Under-ſheriffs, and other proper 
Officers, went to the Outward-Gate of the Tower of Lox Dbox, and at Nine 
Clock in the Morning ſent Notice to the Lieutenant, that they were 
there, ready to receive the Body of Laurence Earl Ferrers, Viſcount Tam- 
worth, mant to the weve Writ in that Behalf, 


His Lordſhip being informed of it, ſent a Meſſage to the Sheriffs, 
requeſting their Permiſſion that he might go in his own Landau, which 
was waiting for him within the Tower, inſtead of the Mourning-Coach 
which had been provided by his Friends; which Requeſt being granted, 
his Lordſhip, attended by the Reverend Mr. Humphries. the Chaplain of 
the Tower, entered into his Landau, drawn by Six Horſes, and was 
conducted in it, by the Officers of the Tower, to the Outward-Gate, and 
there delivered into the SF of the Sheriffs, upon their giving the 
following Receipt. 


7. eben ld 5th May, 1760. 


e * of Charles Rani ford, Eſq; Deputy- Lieutenant of the Tower 
of London, the Body of the within- named Laurence Earl Ferrers, Vi/- 
count Tamworth, delivered to us in obedience of the King's Writ, of 
which the within is a true Copy. | 


Geo. ER RINGTON Sheriff; of Lonpon, and 
Paul VAILLANT Sheriff of MippLesex. 


bs © bh 3» (> 


— 
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Mr. Sheriff Yaillant accompanied his Lordſhip, in the Landau from 
the Tower-Gate to the Place of Execution; and, upon his Entrance into 


it, addreſſing himſelf to his Lordſhip, he told him, That it gave bin 


« the, higheſt. Concern to wait upon bim upon ſo melanc holy aw Occaſion, hu: 
that he would do every thing in hit Power to render his Situation as eaſy 
« as palſible; and hoped' that, whatever be did, bis Lordſhip wand impute 
* to the neceſſary Diſcharge of bis Du. To which his Lordſhip 
anſwered, ** Sir, I am very much obliged to you, take: it very kendly that 
« you are pleaſed to accompany me. His Lordſhip being: dreſſed in a Suit 
of light Clothes, embroidered with Silver, ſaid. Nn may perbaps, Sir, 
* think it frange to) ſee me in this 2 but I Ws partieular Res 
« ſons for it.“ 


The Civil and Military Powers attended the Sheriffs from thence to the 
Place of Execution, and the, Proceſſion was. as follows : 


Firſt, a very large Body of the Conſtables for the, County, of Mid. 
dleſer (the greateſt probably that had ever been aſſembled together upon 
any Occaſion), preceded by one of if High eee 


4% „ 


Then a Party of Horſe Grenadier, and a Parry of Foot ; 


Then, Mr. Sheriff Errington in his Chariot, accompanied therein 1 
his Under - ſheriff Mr. Jactſon; | 


Then followed the Landau, 33 by two other Parties of. Hork- 
Grenadier and! F doe 


, 


F } 


Then Mr, Sheriff Vaillancs Chariot, in wich was: \ his Vader. hen 
Mr. Nicols; 


? 


Then a Mleuroing:Coogk: and with ſome of his Lordſhip" s Friends 


in it; 


And, laftly, a Hearſe and Six, which was RE for the Conveyance 
of his Lordſhip's Corpſe from the Place of Execution to Surgeons- 
Hall. 


The Proceion was conducted with the Amel Solemnity; but moved 
ſo very ſlow, that it did not reach the Place of Execution till @ Quarter 
I | before 


1e 


1. 


. 


before T. welve, ſo that his Lordſhip was Two Hours and 7 tree- Quarters in 


71 


the Landau; during the whole of which time he appeared to be perfectly 
eaſy and compoſed; and his decent Deportment ſeemed greatly to affect 
the Minds of all that beheld him; inſomuch that although his Lordſhip 
thus paſſed through many hundred thouſand Spectators, yet ſo reſpectul 
was the Behaviour of all towards him, that not the leaſt Affront or In- 
dignity was offered to him by any one; but, on the contrary many Per- 
ſons ſaluted * their Prayers for his Salvation. 


His ; Lorathip aſked the Sheriff, 7 1 bad ever flew rn great a Con- 
*"equrſe of People before; and upon his anſwering that he had not; © 7 
« ſuppoſe,” ſaid his Lordſhip, © it is, becauſe they never ſaw a Lox o 
« banged before. He ſaid, © that be bad wrote to the King to beg that 
« be" might ſuffer whert bis Anceſtor the Earl of Esskx bad ſuffered ; and 
« that be was in tht greater Hopes of obtaining that Favor, as he had the 
« Honor of quartering © Part of the ſame Arms, and of being allied to His 
27 * Majeſty aan that be" thought it was hard that he muſt die at the 
« Place appointed for the Execution f common Felons.” But whatever 
his Lordſhip's Thoughts were upon that account, thoſe Conſiderations 
will for ever throw an additional Luſtre on His Majeſty's Impartiality 
and Juſtice, 


— 


F Mr. Humphries the Chaplain, who, it ſeems, had not attended his 


Lordſhip till this Morning, took occaſion to obſerve, that, „Je World 

would naturally be very inquiſitive concerning the Religion bis Lordſhip 

* profe Nad; and aſked him, If be choſe 10 ſay any thing upon that Sub- 

«jef.”” To which his Lordſhip anſwered, © That be did not think bim- 

«ſelf at all accountable to the World for bis Sentiments on Religion; but 

* that be bad always believed in and adored Onz Gop, the Maker of all 

« J bings ;—that whatever bis Notions were, be had never Propagat ed i bem, 

„ er endeavoured to gain any Perſons over 10 bis Perſuaſſon; —that all | | 
„ CovnTRIEs and NaTtions bad @ Form of Religion by which the People 3 
were governed, and that whoever diſturbed them in it, he looked upon bim | 
« a5.an' Enemy to' Society; but that, if he himſelf was wrong in bis way 

« of thinking, be was very ſorry far it. That he very much blamed my 

« Tord Bor iN ROKR E, for permitting his SENTIMENTS ON RELIG:ON /0 | 

« be PUBLISHED to the WorkLD.——That the many SEcTs and DisPuTEs 

« which happen about RtLicron, have almoſt turned Mok AlLiry out of 

«Doors, ——T bat be could never believe what ſome SBCTAR1ES leach, that 
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(24 
& FAITH ALONE wil! ſave Mankind; We that if 1a Man, juft before be dits, 
« ſbould ſay only, 1 BEI VE, that THAT alone will. fave bim; bew me 
« thy Faith.” Here his Lordſhip ſtopped ; hut by which Quota- 


ion he plainly meant, according to“ the holy Writer, whale: Words 
hey are, m_ Faith without Warks is a dead Father | 


; n 


Concerning the en ind: as to be ee Mr. Jobnſon, 
OSE DEATH OQCASIONED THE TROUBLE or rn Dar, his Lordſhi 
declared, That he was under particular Circumſtances, that be bad met 
« with ſo many Croſſes and Vexations he ſcarce knew. mbat: he did; and 
moſt ſolemnly 4h « THAT: 98 HAD or n nn Mace 
„ TOWARDS W. id Piet de 


r PA. e 
The Slowneſs of che Proceſſion ** this Journey appear ſo very te- 
dious to his Lordſhip, that he aften expreſſed bis Defire of being got 15 
the End & it, ſaying, that the Aran ru or DEATH, and th: 
« paſſing through" ſuch Crowds - of People," were ten times wonsk 1 nau 
« DEATH ITSELF ;“ but upon the Sheriff s tak ing Notice to bis Lord- 
ſhip, that he was glad to ſee that he ſupported himſelf ſo well, his 
Lordſhip replied, J that You, Sir, hope 1 Hall continue ye to the 

cc laſt. I” ; ? 


When his Lordſhip had got to that part of Halborn, which is near 
Df he ſaid, be was thirſty, and ſoould be glad of a Glaſs of 
Mine and Water; — but upon the Sheriff's remonſtrating to him, that 
« 4 Stop for that Purpoſe would neceſſarily draw a greater Crowd about bin, 
« which might poſſibly diſturb and incommode him, yet if bis Lordiſbip ſtill 
40 defired it, it ſhould be dne; he moſt readily anſwered, gba“ true, 
I, no more, let us 2 no means Hop. * 

When they approached 33 Place of Execution, his Lordſhip told 
the Sheriff, . That there was a Perſon waiting in 4 Coach near there, for 
„ wwhom be bad a very. fincere Regard, and of whom be ſhould, be glad 10 
« take bis Leave before be died; to which the Sheriff anſwered, that 
if bis Lordſhip inſiſted upon it, it Gould be fo; but that he wiſhed bis 
* Lordſhip, for his own Sake, would decline it, left. the Sight of a Perſon, 
% for whom he had ſuch a Regard,' ſhould unman him, and diſarm him of 1h: 
« Fortitude be poſſeſſed.” ——To. which his Lordſhip, without the leaſt 
Fe. n Sir, if you think J am wrong J. ſubmit ;”* and * 


® St. James, FB 2. ver. 18. 4 
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the Sheriffs telling his Lorddhips, that. if he had any thing to geliver 
to that Perſon, or-any one elſe, he would faithfully do it; his Lord- 
ſhip thereupon delivered to the Sheriff a Pocket-Book, in which was 
a Hank -Note, and à Ring, and à Purſe with ſome Guinens, in order 
tao be r to that Rogen. and yup bas 1. done ac- 


deep. wie ! 


ſon, St) if. | {3 
hip 10 The Landau heli now ase to the Place of ase his Lord- 
met ſhip alighted from it, and aſcended upon the Scaffold, which was covered 


with black Bays, with the fame Compoſure and Fortitude of Mind he had 
enjoyed from the time he left the Tower; waz, after a ſhort Stay, 
Mr. Humphries aſked his Lordſhip, if he choſe to ſay Prayers? which he 

declined; but upon his aſking him. if be did not chooſe te join with bim 
i the Loxp's-Praver ?'! he readily anſwered, ::** be would, for be 

% always thought it à very fine Prayer; upon which they, knelt down 
together upon two Cuſhions, covered with black Bays, and his Lordſhip 


© GIVE. ME ALL UF elner ALL * Sins.” 


His Lordſhip then riſing, took his Leave of the e Sheriff and the 
Chaplain ; and after thanking them for. their many Civilities, he pre- 


ar ſented his Watch to Mr. Sheriff Vaillant, which he deſired his Acceptance 
of of ; and ſignified his Defire, that bis Body might be buried at Raban or 
at 


Sranron in LEICESTERSHIRE, | | 


| . 


His Lordſhip then called for the Executioner, who immediately came 


« freely forgive you, as J do all Mankind, and hope myſelf to be forgiven.” 
He then intended to give the Executioner five Guineas, but, by Miſ- 
take, giving it into the Hands of the Executioner's AſiBant, an un- 
ſeaſonable Diſpute enſued between thoſe — 1 which 
5 Sheriff Hallau. inſtantly a 


The Executioner then n to do his 2 to which his Lord- 
hip, with great Reſignation, ſubmitted. His Neckcloth being taken 


bat upon his 1 his A ſecured Toy a 1 8 1 Saſh from incommoding 
him- 
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with an audible Voice very devoutly repeated the Loxp's-PRA VRR, and 
afterwards with great Energy, the. following en * 0p FOR- . 


to him, and afked him Forgiveneſs ; upon which his Lordſhip ſaid, * 


off, a white Cap, which his Lordſhip had broughe in his Pocket, being 
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-.* ſuch Conviction and Execution ſhall be in the County of Migbizssx, or within the 
"6 City of Lon vox, or the Liberties thereof, be — conveyed by the Sheriff or 


Eo T4; 


the reſt of the Floor. 


up, with the greater Decency to receive the Body, and being depoſited in 


[10] 


himſelf, and the Cord put round his Neck, he advanced by three Step 
upon an Elevation in the Middle of the Scaffold, where part of the Floor 


had been raiſed about eighteen Inches higher than the reſt; and ſtanding 
under the Croſs- beam which went over it, covered with black bays, 
he aſked the Executioner, ** An I right ? Tben the Cap was 
drawn over his Face :—and, then !/—upon a Signal given by the Sheriff 
(for his Lordſhip, upon being before aſked, declined to give one himſelf ) 
chat Part, vpon which he ſtood, inſtantly ſunk down from beneath his 
Feet, and left him entirely ſuſpended ; but not having ſunk down fo 


low as, was, deſigned, it was immediately preſſed Wg ond levelled. with 


4 2 % — % ; 


For a few ends his Lordſhip * ſome * 0 the At- 
tacks of Death, . ſoon n of an Pain * the Preſſure of the 
E 1 be e 


* * e - « : 'S 
: 
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From the time of his Lordſhip? 8 ER upon the Scaffold; until 
his Execution, was about eight Minutes; during which- his Countenance 
did not change, nor his Tongue faulter: The Froſpect of Death did 
not at all ſhake the Ee of 15 — 


0 


Whitejer were his Lordſhip" S railings, l his 8 in theſe. his laſt 
Moments, which created a moſt awful and reſpectful Silence amidſt the 


numberleſs Spectators, cannot but make a ſenſible e upon every 
humane Breaſt. | 5 | 


The accuſtomed Time o one Wow Jing 3 'the Coffin was raiſed 


the Hearſe, was conveyed by the Sheriffs, with the ſame Proceſſion, to 
Curgeons- Hall * to TWP. the Remainder & the Sentence. —— W hich 
being 


Y I * PRO cs that 2 ** of this anda bit' 2035 od for ſome 
time on tip-toe 3 this is mentioned in TO as” a Manner, in order to _—_ that _— 
TI; "as EI : . 

1 The Statute made in Gil Year of kis preſent Majeſty's Kann for preventing the 
Crime of Murder, enacts, That the Body of every Perſon convicted of Murder ſhall, if 


. « Sheriffs, 
8 


| 2 (n] 


being done, the Body was laſt 7 * Evening delivered to his Friends 


for Interment. 


„ Sheriff, his or their Deputy or Deputies, and his or their Oficers, to the Hall of the 
« Surgeons Company, or ſuch other Place as the ſaid Company ſhall appoint for this Pur- 


* poſe, and be delivered to ſuch Perſon as the ſaid Company ſhall depute or appoint, who 


* ſhall give to the Sheriff or Sheriffs, his or their Deputy or Deputies, a Receipt for the 


„ ſame; and the Body ſo delivered to the ſaid Company of Surgeons, ſhall be diſſected and 


« anatomized by the ſaid Surgeons, or ſuch Perſons as they ſhall appoint for that Purpoſe ; 
* and that in no caſe the Body ſhall be ſuftered to be buried, unleſs after ſuch Body ſhall have 
been diſſected and anatomized. 2 


* 


